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a general discussion on air. In this chapter, the therapeutic value
of air is considered. Read in conjunction with this chapter, the
earlier one will be better understood.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 3-5-1913
46.   LETTER TO SECRETARY FOR INTERIOR^
[johannesburg,
After May 7, 1913]
I jbeg to thank you for your letter of the 7th instant, in reply
to my telegram2 of the 4th idem,
My Committee fears that the Government reading of the
Searle judgment is different from that of the Indian community
—you say that, in my telegram, I "refer to the judgment recently
delivered by Mr. Justice Searle, in relation to the question of
marriages which have been solemnized by rites or customs which
recognize polygamy,"
I would respectfully point out that my Association has never
understood that the Searle judgment dealt with the question of
polygamous marriages. Justice Searle's pronouncement, in the
humble opinion of my Committee, is unequivocal "the whole
question in the case was whether a wife, married by Mahomedan
custom, was a wife within the meaning of the Immigration Act*"
And what applies to marriages by Mahomedan custom would
apply also to marriages by Hindu custom or to marriages by
Zoroastrian custom or to marriages consecrated according to the
customs of any religion save the Christian, which were not -regis-
tered before a Marriage Officer, The question of polygamy has,
therefore, I respectfully submit, been quite gratuitously introduced.
My Committee trusts that the Government will recognize the
great urgency of the question raised by it and that the laws of the
Union regarding marriages will be amended during the present
session so as to restore the former practice of recognizing in law
Indian marriages.
Indian Opinion 24-5-1913
\ This was signed by Sonja Schlesin, Secretary, Transvaal Indian Women's
Association, and, presumably, drafted by GandhijL
2 Vide the following item.

